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o, by Anonymous

Market spices always made me feel ill. The aroma would go straight to the back of my olfactory costex
pounding the inner walls of my head

“Don't lse,” Mother always said. “God is watching” | never spoke a single word. “Doa’t meddle.” she said as

| messed around with things that are not aught to be messed with. God is watching, “Dan’t steal,” she said
God is watching. But when she turned her back to the kitchen counter | always grabbed an extra hidoo and

enclosed my sticky hands around it in a warm embeace, boping that God wasnt watching.

“Amma.” | cried while my mother trapped me in layers upon layers of fabric. “Why must | wear these clothes?
They itch and scratch. Look Amma! | can’t even radse my arms.” “We must wear them to feel a connection to

our relggion.” | placed my arms down as she continwed to pleat fabrics and drain them on my shoulder

It was always sbout God. He would get me good grades, bring me good huck, and make all my wishes
Comse Lo,

“We are all disciples.” Amma recited as she did my hair and put it into its ardinary plaz.

I never bothered to learn what it meant. All that mattered was that after we prayed. we got lad
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legacy Wit a'stain om every shint | ever borrowed
everything t ever gave came with a smell of loving
of keepsakes and keeping safe

legacy Is bundled wp tight in a little box

high up in a kitchen cabinet

legacy is written on postcards and note cards
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Legacy

It is what connects all parts of time: the past into the present and onward, extending through the
future. It is an essential component of what we remember from the past, and of what continues to
shape the events of history long after we are gone.

Concerning the past, how have lasting traditions impacted you? What ideas have been passed down
through the ages, and how will these influences continue to persist into the time ahead? The concept
of the future also arrives hand in hand with impermanence. What will remain of us? Will our actions
leave a lasting impact on the world?

However, most of all, legacy is a mark of the individual, YOU, who can choose how you want your
legacy to be, as legacy is also the bringer of choice and change. Instead of defining what legacy is, it
matters more what it can be, what it has the potential to grow into, and that is a power that remains
with you, our powerful teen voices.

elementia accepts original poetry, fiction, nonfiction, graphic stories, photography and illustrations.
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Questions

You can find us at:

www.jocolibrary.org/teens/elementia



