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Downloadable Audiobooks 

Recorded Books/NetLibrary Quick Start Guide 
 

This guide provides step-by-step instructions for checking out and downloading audiobooks 
from Recorded Books/NetLibrary.  
 
A few things before starting:  
 

• Downloadable audiobooks require a Johnson County Library card number and PIN. Don’t 
know your PIN? Have the library card number ready and contact the library at (913) 
495-9100 or www.jocolibrary.org/contact. 

• Downloadable audiobooks are a service designed for use from home or office.  Library 
computers will not be able to download or listen to audiobooks. 

• Recorded Books/NetLibrary downloads are not compatible with Appl e iPod or the 
Microsoft Zune. Some titles from Overdrive (MP3) are compatible. To find these, go to 
www.jocolibrary.org/audiobooks and click on “New to Overdrive? Start here.”  

• These instructions refer to Windows Media Player version 11. To update Windows Media 
Player, go to the Microsoft Web site. 

 
Log in with Your Library Card Number and PIN 
 

1. Start at www.jocolibrary.org/audiobooks. 
 

2. Click on “New to Recorded Books/NetLibrary? Start here.” 
The Recorded Books/NetLibrary First-Time User page includes helpful tips for using and 
checking out downloadable audiobooks. 

 

 or call 913-495-2400 

http://www.jocolibrary.org/contact
http://www.jocolibrary.org/audiobooks
http://www.jocolibrary.org/templates/JCL_InfoPage.aspx?id=2837
http://www.microsoft.com/windows/windowsmedia/default.mspx
http://www.jocolibrary.org/audiobooks
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3. Click on the Recorded Books/NetLibrary link. 
 

 
 

4. Enter your Library card and PIN to sign in.   
 

 
Don’t know your PIN? Contact us for assistance. 

 
 

 or call 913-495-2400 

http://www.jocolibrary.org/contact
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 Browse and Download Audio Books 
 

1. Use the search box to search for audiobooks 
 
OR 
 

2. Use the Browse list at the right side of the screen to 
browse titles by subject 

a. All of the items in NetLibrary/Recorded books are 
available for checkout at any time. 

b. A maximum of 10 audiobooks may be checked out 
at any one time. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 or call 913-495-2400 
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3. When you find the book you want, click on the book cover or on “show details.”  

 

                        
 

4. Detailed information about the audiobook will display 
 

 
 

 or call 913-495-2400 
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Download the Audiobook the Computer 
 
Listened to the audiobook on a compatible audio player (note: not compatible with iPods) or a 
personal computer.  Audiobooks from Recordedbooks/NetLibrary cannot be burned to CD. To 
listen to the audiobooks on the computer, one of the following free software applications must 
be used: 
 

• Microsoft Windows Media Player v9 and above (most Windows-based computers 
already have this software) 

• Musicmatch Jukebox v8.2 and above 
• NullSoft Winamp v5 and above   

 
 

1. Review the details of the audiobook.   
 

2. Click on “Download this Audiobook”  
 

 

 or call 913-495-2400 

http://www.microsoft.com/windows/windowsmedia/default.mspx
http://www.musicmatch.com/
http://www.winamp.com/
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3. Select the download quality of the audiobook to begin the download: 
a. CD quality provides a cleaner playback but has a much larger file size and 

download time. 
i. This quality is required by most portable audio players. 

 
b. Radio Quality provides low quality playback (much like a cassette tape) and a 

shorter download time. 
i. Radio quality is recommended for dial-up users. 

 

 
 

4. Save the audiobook to the computer in a directory of your choice. 
a. Download Time: Downloads may take up to 20 minutes on broadband Internet 

connections, much longer on dial-up connections. 
b. Stop Automatic Playback While Downloading: It is highly recommended 

that you do not play the file while it is downloading.  The download will take 
longer and the audiobook may not download correctly.  If your media player 
automatically begins playing the audiobook, stop the playback to prevent long 
download times and possible incorrect downloading of the file. 
 

5. Locate and open the audiobook file the same way you would any other file on your 
computer.  

a. Note: You MUST open the audiobook file before disconnecting your Internet 
connection or you will be prompted to log in the first time you attempt to open 
the Audiobook file. 
 

 

 or call 913-495-2400 
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6. When the download is complete, the audiobook is ready for playback. 
 

7. The first time you listen to the audiobook, you will need to be connected to the internet 
and may be prompted to enter your library card and PIN.   

a. Note:  Your Username and password confirms the checkout and acquires the 
Digital Rights Management (DRM) license.  The license is connected with the 
computer and will be the only computer that can play the file without 
downloading a new license.  
 

 
 
 

8. A reminder will appear displaying the remaining checkout time for the book. 
 

 
 

9. Click Play to listen to the audiobook.  Windows Media Player or your other audio player 
(e.g. Nullsoft Winamp or Musicmatch Jukebox) may start automatically.   

 or call 913-495-2400 
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Add the Audiobook to a Portable Audio Player 
 

1. Connect the compatible audio player to the computer. 
 

2. Please note that these instructions efer to Windows Media Playe  version 11. To upda e
Windows Media Player, go to the 

r  r t  
rMic osoft Web site. 

Open the audiobook in Windows Media Player. To do this, it may be necessary to add 
the folder where the download is stored to the Windows Media Player Library. Do this by 
selecting, File -> Add to Library. Then select the folder where the downloads are stored. 
After completing this step, all downloads in that folder will display in the Windows Media 
Player Library. Sometimes the fastest way to find the download is to look under 
“Recently Added.” 
 

3. The title and author may display as “Unknown” but these can be manually edited by 
right clicking and selecting “edit.” This is not necessary for the audiobook to play, 
however. 
 

4. Click on “Recently Added” or “Albums” and find the audiobook. Then click on “Sync” on 
the top right and a Sync box will appear on the right side of the screen. 
 

 
 

5. Click on the audiobook title and drag it to the Sync List on the right. 
 
 
 
 

 or call 913-495-2400 

http://www.microsoft.com/windows/windowsmedia/default.mspx
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6. Click Start Sync to copy the file from the computer to the compatible audio players. 
 

 
 

7. The audiobook will expire when the checkout period is complete at 21 days. After 21 
days, you may still be able to see the file, but it will not play. These files must be 
deleted from your audio player or computer manually.   

 
Renew a Recorded Books/NetLibrary Audiobook 
 
 

1. Connect the portable audio player to the computer. 
 

2. To renew an audiobook, go to www.jocolibrary.org/audiobooks. 
 

3. Click on Recorded Books/NetLibrary Log in with your Library card and PIN.  
 

 or call 913-495-2400 
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4. Click on  “Checked Out Items” 
 

 

 
 

5. Find the title to renew and click on “Download this eAudiobook.” 
 

 
 

6. Click on “Renew your checkout for 21 Days (No Download. Only license to play file)” to 
get the new license.  
 

 
 
 
If you have any questions about Downloadable Audiobooks from the Johnson County Library, 
don’t hesitate to contact Reference Services at (913) 495-9100 or www.jocolibrary.org/contact. 
 

 or call 913-495-2400 

http://www.jocolibrary.org/contact
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