
Every Child Ready to Read 
“Farm Animals” Toddler Time @ Corinth Library 

 

Extension Activities to help practice the six pre-reading skills*  
your child can start learning from birth!  

 

1.  Narrative Skills:  Being able to describe things and events and tell stories. 
� Can the two of you retell what happened in one of these stories from today :   
 Spots Feathers and Curly Tails by Nancy Tafuri  I Love Animals by Flora McDonnell 
 Does a Cow Say Boo? By Judy Hindley    Cock-A-Doodle-Doo!  By Jill Runcie 
     There’s a Cow in the Road! By Reeve Lindbergh 
� Check out a book to read at home and then talk about what happens first, next and last in the story. 
 

2.  Print Motivation:  Being interested in and enjoying books.     
� Children who enjoy books will want to learn to read, help your child pick a book she/he wants to take home. 
� Let your child see you reading for your enjoyment. 

 

3.  Vocabulary:  Knowing the name of things.      
� When you child talks to you, add more details to what she says. 
� Learn together by reading some true books on subjects that your child likes. 
 

4.  Print Awareness:  Noticing print, knowing how to handle books & how to    
     follow the words on a page.   
� When you read to your child, point to some of the words as you say them, especially words that are repeated. 

 
 
 
 

* Based on information developed for “Every Child Ready to Read” a joint project of the Public Library Association and the 
Association for Library Service to Children.     http://www.ala.org/ala/pla/plaissues/earlylit/earlyliteracy.htm

 
 
 

http://www.ala.org/ala/pla/plaissues/earlylit/earlyliteracy.htm


 
 

5.  Letter Knowled heir 
names and sounds
� Help your child p e up  

French fries on th
 

6.  Phonological A  in words.   
� Say the rhymes fr s, a 

skill that helps ch
� Play word games 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        
 
 

Farm Song 
By Skip West [www.songsforteaching.com] 

 

I went to the farm one day, 
 but a great big wind blew it away.  

 Animals, animals everywhere, floating through the air. 
 

Although I could not see a thing,  
I could hear those animals 

Animals, animals in the mis
the first one sang like thi

Now what do you think that
That was what it was! 
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This is the way the horses prance, 
The horses prance, the horses 

prance, This is the way the horses 
prance, out of the barn. 
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On the farm, on the farm. 
Animals live on the farm,  

with the farmer. 
Cows and pigs live on the 

From Cow to Cone  
Tune: Farmer in the Dell 

 

The farmer milks the cow 
The farmer milks the cow. 

Hi-ho the dairy-o, the farmer milks th
 

The farmer skims the cream… 
[Make skimming motion] 

 

The farmer churns the cream… 
[do an up and down motion] 

[ 

The farmer stirs the butter… 
[stirring motion] 

 

The butter turn to ice cream… 

One Little, Two Little, 
Three little dairy cows, 
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farm, on the farm, on the farm. 
Cows and pigs live on the 
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Goats and sheep live on the 
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