Johnson County Library’s

Books 1o &

Kit theme: PETS

e Book titles included:
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1. Bridget the Fidget and the Most Perfect Pet! by Joe Berger

AN

e DVD: Pet Stories You Don’t Have to Walk

e CD: The Stray Dog

May I Pet Your Dog? by Stephanie Calmenson
What Pet to Get? By Emma Dodd

The Birthday Pet by Ellen Javernick

The Best Pet of All by David LaRochelle

Additional titles available at the Johnson County Library:

The Great Dog Wash by Shellie Braeuner

Please Don’t Tease Tootsie by Margaret
Chamberlain

Pets! By Melrose Cooper

Pet Wash by Dayle Ann Dodds

Dog'’s Colorful Day by Emma Dodd

Bark, George by Jules Feiffer

Little White Dog by Laura Godwin

Can I Have a Stegosaurus, Mom? Can I?
Please? by Lois G. Grambling

Watch William Walk by Ann Jonas

A You're Adorable by Buddy Kaye

Pet Show by Ezra Jack Keats

Peep! By Kevin Luthardt

Chicky Chicky Chook Chook by Cathy
MacLennan

Ten Dogs in the Window by Claire
Masurel

I Feel Happy and Sad and Angry and Glad by
Mary Murphy

There Are Cats in This Book by Viviane Schwarz

Little Dogs Say “Rough!” by Rick Walton

That’s My Dog! by Rick Walton

See the back for activities to help children with these 6 by 6 Ready to Read early literacy areas:

Have Fun With Books
Notice Print
Talk, Talk, Talk

Tell Stories
Look for Letters
Take Time to Rhyme



Activity Ideas - PETS

e In Best Pet of All, Danny makes himself a turtle with a box. Provide children with boxes of
various sizes or paper bowls, crayons and assorted collage materials and encourage them
to make a ‘pet’. Have them explain the process they used to make their creation. This kind
of narrative helps children follow a sequence, a necessary skill in learning to read.

e Using stuffed animals, simulate a pet store. Include a counter complete with cash
register and money. Post a large sign that says “Pet Store”. Set out many stuffed animals.
According to Po Bronson in NurtureShock, pretend play is the way young kids master
symbolic representation, which soon becomes necessary for all academic coursework.

e Ask the children to name the ‘pets’ they made. What other words begin with the first
sound of the name? Children need to be able to recognize letter sounds; which are the
same and which are different.

e Make a ‘peanut butter” pet using this recipe. As children help you follow the directions,
they’re seeing a different way of using print.
Y4 cup peanut butter Y2 cup dry milk 1 teaspoon honey
In a bowl, mix and knead the dough until it is stiff. Model and experiment with the
dough. Decorate with other ingredients like raisins, chocolate chips, cereal or nuts. Eat
and enjoy the creations!
(find other recipes in Mudworks: Creative Clay, Dough and Modeling Experiences by Mary Ann Kohl)

Fingerplays & Movement

Five Little Kittens

One, two, three, four, five

(show fingers on one hand)

Five little kittens standing in a row.

(hold fingers up straing)

They nod their heads to the children, so.
(bend fingers)

They run to the left, (move fingers left)
They run to the right (move fingers right)

They stand and stretch in the bright sunlight.

(stretch arms over head)

Along comes a dog, looking for some fun.
(hunch shoulders)

Meowww! Meowwww!

(bend fingers to create ‘crawls’)

See that doggie run! (clap hands)
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There Was a Little Turtle

There was a little turtle,

(make small circle with hands)

He lived in a box,

(make box with both hands)

He swam in a puddle,

(wiggle hands)

He climbed on the rocks.

(make climbing motion with hands)

He snapped at a mosquito, (clap hands)

He snapped at a flea, (clap hands)

He snapped at a minnow, (clap hands)

He snapped at me. (point to self)

He caught the mosquito (cup hands together)
He caught the flea (cup hands together)

He caught the minnow (cup hands together)
But he didn’t catch me.



