
Get Every Child Ready to Read @ Your Library with  

Johnson County Library’s    
 

Kit theme: MONSTERS

  

 

· Book titles included: 

Go Away, Big Green Monster by Ed Emberley 

No Such Thing by Jackie Koller 

Everything I Know About Monsters by Tom Lichtenheld 

There’s a Nightmare in My Closet by Mercer Mayer 

Laura Numeroff’s 10-Step Guide to Living With Your Monster by Laura Numeroff 

 

· DVD:    Leonardo, the Terrible Monster  

 

· Audio:   Where the Wild Things Are 

 
Additional titles available at the Johnson County Library:  

Five Ugly Monsters by Ted Arnold 

Busy Night by Ross Collins 

Papa! by Phillippe Corentin (oop) 

Hungry! Hungry! Hungry! By Malachy Doyle 

There’s a Wardrobe in My Monster by Adrienne Geoghegan 

Eek! Creak! Snicker, Sneak by Rhonda Greene 

Kate’s Giants by Valiska Gregory 

Once There Was a Hoodie by Sam McBratney 

Beasty Bath by Robert Neubecker 

Wanda’s Monster by Eileen Spinelli 

What Do You Do When a Monster Says Boo? By Hope Vestergaard 

It’s Bedtime! By Brigitte Weninger 

The Lima Bean Monster by Dan Yaccarino 

 

See the back for activities to help get children Ready to Read with these early literacy skills: 

Print Awareness 

  Print Motivation 

  Vocabulary, 

 

Narrative,  

Letter Knowledge, 

Phonological Awareness 



Monsters 

Encourage your child to draw a picture of a monster,  then talk about the drawing.  

What is the monster’s name?  What does the monster eat?  Where does the monster 

come from?  Help your child tell a story about the monster.  This will improve his/her 

narrative skills, which are important for reading comprehension.  Name the different 

parts of your monster’s body (claws, fangs, wings, etc.).  Use a variety of words to 

describe the drawing to increase your child’s vocabulary.  Finally, finish the picture by 

writing the monster’s name together.  You will probably have to talk about how to spell 

the name and sound out the different letters.  Doing this works on both letter 

knowledge and phonological awareness. If the monster’s name is too familiar/easy, 

have fun with sounds the monster might make: bleargh! 

 

With your child, brainstorm lists about your monster: places to hide, foods to eat, body 

parts, sounds made, etc.  This will develop vocabulary skills.  For each item on the list, 

try to come up with three rhyming words.  Practicing rhyming is an important part of 

developing phonological awareness, the ability to hear the smaller parts of the 

language.  If you want to extend the activity, try making up nonsense verses about your 

monster using the different rhyming words. 

 
There’s a Monster in My Closet 

(Tune: (Íɯ8ÖÜɀÙÌɯ'È××àɯÈÕËɯ8ÖÜɯ*ÕÖÞɯ(ÛȺ 

 

There’s a monster in my closet 

And it’s green!  (Rawwwr!  Rawwwr!) 

There’s a monster in my closet 

And it’s green!  (Rawwwr!  Rawwwr!) 

There’s a monster in my closet 

And it’s very, very green, 

There’s a monster in my closet 

And it’s green!  (Rawwwr!  Rawwwr!) 

 . . . And it smells!  (Pee You!) 

 . . . And it snorts!  (Snort!  Snort!) 

 . . . And it cries!  (Boo hoo!) 

 . . . And it jumps!  (Jump!  Jump!) 

 

Horns, Fangs, Knees, and Claws 

(Tune: Head, Shoulders, Knees, and Toes) 

Horns, fangs, 

Knees and claws, 

Knees and claws, 

Horns, fangs, 

Knees and claws, 

Knees and claws, 

Eyes and ears and tail and paws, 

Horns, fangs, 

Knees and claws, 

Knees and claws. 

 

If You Ever See a Monster 

ȹ2ÜÕÎɯÛÖȯɯɁ#ÐËɯ8ÖÜɯ$ÝÌÙɯ2ÌÌɯÈɯ+ÈÚÚÐÌɂȺ 

 

If you ever see a monster, 

A big ugly monster, 

If you ever see a monster, 

Here’s what you do! 

Make this face . . .  

And that face . . .  

And this face . . .  

And that face . . .  

If you ever see a monster, 

Be sure to shout BOO!
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