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Kit theme:   FAMILIES 

 

 Book titles included: 

1. On the Day You Were Born by Debra Frazier 

2. Families by Ann Morris 

3. Bunny Cakes by Rosemary Wells 

4. What Dads Can’t Do by Douglas Wood 

5. What Moms Can’t Do by Douglas Wood 

 

· DVD:  Family Matters (Reading Rainbow) 

 

· CD:   The Relatives Came 

 
Additional titles available at the Johnson County Library: 

Good Days Bad Days by Catherine Arnholt 

Louanne Pig and the Perfect Family by Nancy Carlson 

Fathers, Mothers, Sisters Brothers by Ann Hoberman 

If You Were My Baby by Fran Hodgkins 

There’s Only One of Me by Pat Hutchins 

If You Were My Bunny by Kate McMullan   

You and Me Together by Barbara Kerley 

The Baby Book by Ann Morris 

The Daddy Book by Ann Morris  

Families by Ann Morris  

Loving by Ann Morris  

The Mommy Book by Ann Morris 

Who’s Whose by Jan Ormerod 

About Twins by Shelley Rotner 

More More More Said the Baby by Vera Williams 

The Boy Who Grew Flowers by Jen Wojtowicz 

 

See the back for activities to help children with these 6 by 6 Ready to Read early literacy areas: 

Have Fun With Books 

  Notice Print 

  Talk, Talk, Talk 

 Tell Stories 

 Look for Letters 

 Take Time to Rhyme 



Activity Ideas -  FAMILIES 

 

Debra Frasier uses cut paper collage to illustrate On the Day You Were Born.  After sharing the 

book with children, provide them with paper of assorted shapes and colors.  Let them create a 

picture of their choosing, or prompt them to make a picture of the day they were born. 

 

Read What Dads/Moms Can’t Do just for fun!  Children who have fun with books and reading are 

very likely to want to learn to read.  

 

While reading Families by Ann Morris, take time to talk about what each family is doing.  Ask 

open-ended questions like, ‚Who are the people in your family?‛  ‚What do you like to do with 

your family?‛  ‚Does your family look like any of these families?‛ Let children tell stories about 

their families.  The better able children are to narrate a sequence of events, the more easily 

reading comprehension will be for them. 

 

After reading Bunny Cakes, help children make a grocery list of items they would need to make 

their favorite meal.  After you write the words, they can draw pictures or look for pictures in 

magazines to make a ‘picture list’.  Recognizing that print is all around helps children get ready 

to read. 
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Chorus 

(show a great big globe with arms in front) 

He’s got the whole world in his hands, 

He’s got the whole world in his hands, 

He’s got the whole world in his hands, 

He’s got the whole world in his hands. 

Verse 1:  

(rock a baby in your arms) 

He’s got the little bitty baby in his hands . . . 

Verse 2: 

(point to boys on ‘brother’) 

He’s got you and me, brother, in his hands. .  

 Verse 3: 

(point to girls on ‘sister’) 

He’s got you and me, sister, in his hands. . .  

Repeat chorus 
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Thumbkin 

( to the tune of ‚Frere Jacques) 

Where is thumbkin? 

Where is thumbkin? 

Here I am! (bring out one hand, thumb up) 

Here I am! (bring out the other hand, thumb up) 

How are you today, sir?  (nod one thumb.) 

Very well I thank you (nod the other thumb) 

Run away, run away.  

(hide hands behind back one at a time) 

Repeat using ‚Pointer‛, ‚Tall Man‛, ‚Ring 

Man‛, and ‚Baby‛ in place of Thumbkin 

 
My Family 

This is mama, kind and dear.  (Point to thumb.) 

This is papa, standing near. (Point to pointer finger.) 

This is brother, see how tall! (Point to middle finger.) 

This is sister, not so tall. (Point to ring finger.) 

This is baby, sweet and small. (Point to little finger.) 

These the family one and all!  (Wiggle all fingers.) 


