
What is a

Rain Garden?

ÅA garden in a low spot

ÅCatching runoff from 

downspouts, driveways, 

parking lots, roads

ÅWith deep-rooted plants 

that tolerate periodic 

saturationPhoto:  Rice Creek Watershed District.



Illustration by Dan Shaw,  Source:  The Blue Thumb Guide to Raingardens, by Schmidt, Shaw, & Dods

How Do Rain Gardens Work?

·Catch runoff near source

·Slow it down

·Soak it in

·Filter pollutants

·Create landscaping

·Create habitat

Runoff



Rain Garden Examples

Photos: David Dods, URS Corp.



Residential Yards

Photos: David Dods, URS Corp.



Downspout Drain Pipe

in Side Yard

Photo:  David Dods



Back Yard Downspout &

Flower Bed

Photos:  David Dods



Sump Pump Drain Point

Photo:  David Dods



Front Yard - Roof Downspout

Photo:  Washington Conservation District & Rusty Schmidt



YEAR 2: JUNE

YEAR 2: OCT.

Photo Courtesy of Rusty Schmidt, Washington Conservation District


